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CALIFORNIA CLIMATE ACTION REGISTRY OPENS FOR 

BUSINESS – 23 CHARTER MEMBERS ANNOUNCED 

Diverse participants include energy and manufacturing companies, cities and 
government agencies, small businesses and nonprofits 

 
 LOS ANGELES, Calif. – California businesses, state and local government and 

environmental groups joined forces today to launch a major new effort to manage and reduce 

emissions that contribute to global warming.  A broad cross-section of organizations announced 

plans to voluntarily measure and publicly report greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions as charter 

members of the California Climate Action Registry (Registry).  

 The charter members include some of the state’s largest companies such as BP, PG&E 

Corp. and QUALCOMM, California’s largest city, Los Angeles, and one of the country’s most 

influential environmental groups, the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) – rounding 

out a total of 23 diverse Charter participants. 

 “Climate change is likely to be the number one environmental issue of this century, and 

poses a range of threats to California and its economy,” said Mary D. Nichols, chair of the 

Registry’s Board and California’s Secretary of the Resources Agency.  “With the creation of this 

sophisticated registry of GHG emissions, California continues to lead the nation in addressing 

this issue and mirrors the work being done to address climate change in the rest of the world.” 

 In much of the world, greenhouse gas emissions are now regulated and GHG credits are 

traded on an open market.  A number of global companies headquartered or doing business in 

California helped initiate the California Registry in an effort to protect their early actions to 

reduce their GHG emissions in the event of future credit trading opportunities or regulation.  
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"BP began reducing its GHG emissions because we felt it was a responsible action. 

Participating in the Registry gives us a transparent and credible place to preserve our actions,” 

said Bob Malone, Regional President for BP and board member of the Registry. “In achieving 

our own GHG reduction target over the past four years, we involved all of our operations 

worldwide and we learned a lot. We want to share what we learned. That's another reason we 

support the organization."  

The Registry was created by California law as a private nonprofit corporation that helps 

organizations devise strategies to reduce the emissions of the gases that can lead to global 

warming.  The data must be certified by qualified independent organizations to ensure accuracy.  

The State of California has committed to work to ensure that participants receive appropriate 

consideration in the event of any future state, federal or international regulatory program 

governing greenhouse gas emissions.  

California has taken a comprehensive approach to measuring and reporting emissions, 

accepting both California and national emissions data.  It has garnered the support of major 

environmental groups. Peter Miller, a senior scientist with NRDC, participates as a member of 

the Registry’s Board of Directors. 

"The California Registry represents an enormous step forward in the fight against global 

warming.  Unlike previous efforts with Registries, the California Registry will provide 

comprehensive, transparent, accurate and credible emissions reports,” said Miller.  “The Registry 

is the place to be for the many companies that are already working to reduce their global 

warming pollution.  Once again, California leads the way on protecting the environment." 

Charter members of the Registry get hands-on support in understanding and managing 

their emissions.  Many companies, led by those that observe the emphasis on GHG reductions in 

other countries in which they do business, see the Registry as a practical step forward for those 

who believe that some type of requirement to reduce global warming emissions in the U.S. is 

forthcoming. An additional impetus for Registry membership is the opportunity to help shape 

new GHG accounting principles to ensure accurate reporting and in determining what policies 

might be most effective.    

“These are the leaders who will help shape future policies to help prevent the potentially 

serious impacts of climate change,” said Nichols. “Registry members gain valuable experience in 

measuring and managing their greenhouse gas emissions, and often save money and improve 

operational efficiency.” 
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Manufacturing companies that are among the first to join the Registry are focusing much 

of their emission reduction efforts on improving efficiency.  The state’s only automotive 

assembly plant, the Fremont-based New United Motor Manufacturing, Inc. or NUMMI, 

produces more than 350,000 vehicles per year at its 5.3 million sq. ft. facility. 

“We are proud to be a charter member of the Registry,” said Stuart Rupp, NUMMI’s 

Environmental Affairs Manager.  “We hope that our leadership will inspire other companies to 

join and aggressively reduce California’s energy demand while also reducing North American 

greenhouse gas emissions.” 

Cities such as Los Angeles have been taking inventory of the greenhouse gas emissions 

that result from city operations, and developing strategies to reduce them.  They’re looking at 

everything from fleet vehicles to landfills, from energy use in city buildings to electricity 

production for the city-owned utility, and setting goals for reducing their emissions by 30 

percent. 

"The City of Los Angeles is proud to be a leader in the field of reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions from municipal operations," said Los Angeles City Councilmember Ruth Galanter.  

"We hope our Climate Action Plan and participation in the Registry will serve as a model for 

other local governments and encourage them to identify similar feasible strategies to contribute 

to greater greenhouse gas reductions." 

While nationally, most emissions of greenhouse gases are associated with electricity 

production, in California the majority of emissions come from transportation sources.  

Nonetheless, utilities and electricity generators – still significant generators of emissions – are 

taking an active role in the Registry.  PG&E Corporation’s utility unit Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company says it has created energy savings and environmental benefits for its customers 

through its customer energy efficiency programs, which have kept a cumulative total of 

approximately 50 million tons of carbon dioxide – the most common greenhouse gas -- out of the 

atmosphere since the 1970s.   

 “We joined the California Climate Action Registry because working constructively 

toward emissions targets makes good environmental and business sense,” said Bob Harris, Vice 

President of Environmental Affairs with Pacific Gas and Electric Company.  “It’s a partnership 

based on a workable, market-based approach from which everyone benefits.” 

The California Climate Action Registry is a private nonprofit organization, created by 

legislation sponsored by Sen. Byron Sher (D-Palo Alto) and signed into law by Gov. Gray Davis.   
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Charter members announced today are: 

Better World Group, Burbank-based public relations firm  
BP, the largest producer of oil and gas in the United States  
Bentley Prince Street, located in the City of Industry, a major commercial floor coverings 
manufacturer 
The California Council for Environmental and Economic Balance,  a coalition of California 
business, labor and public policy leaders 
City of Los Angeles  
City of Sacramento  
City of San Diego  
City of Santa Monica  
Clipper Windpower Carpenteria-based alternative energy power producer  
COPEC R&D Inc., Pasadena-based research and development firm  
The Energy Foundation, San Francisco-based partnership of major foundations interested in 
sustainable energy 
ICF Consulting, with California offices in Sherman Oaks and San Francisco is a leading 
management, technology and policy consulting firm 
InTex Services, Inc. of Montebello designs and implements preventative care programs for 
commercial carpet, upholstery, textile, wood and stone floors 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) is the largest municipally owned 
utility in the nation 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) , with California offices in San Francisco and 
Los Angeles, is a nonprofit environmental organization with more than 500,000 members 
nationwide.   
New United Motor Manufacturing Inc. (NUMMI) in Fremont is California’s only vehicle 
assembly plant and is a 50-50 joint venture between General Motors and Toyota 
PG&E Corporation is the parent company of Pacific Gas and Electric Company, one of the 
largest combination natural gas and electric utilities in the United States, and PG&E National 
Energy Group, an integrated energy company based in Bethesda, Maryland.   
QUALCOMM, out of San Diego pioneered technology now used in wireless networks and 
handsets all over the world 
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) is the sixth largest publicly owned 
electric utility in the country 
State of California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal-EPA), composed of six boards, 
departments and an office: Air Resources Board, State Water Resources Control Board, Dept. of 
Toxic Substances Control, Dept. of Pesticide Regulation, the Integrated Waste Management 
Board and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
State of California Energy Commission  
The Union of Concerned Scientists with California offices in Berkeley is a nonprofit 
partnership of scientists and citizens working to achieve practical environmental solutions 
The University of California, San Diego is the County of San Diego’s largest employer and 
houses the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, a world leader in climate change research 
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For more information, visit www.climateregistry.org  

 


