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LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF WATER & POWER BECOMES CLIMATE ACTION LEADER 
 

Nation’s Largest Municipal Utility First to Certify Greenhouse Gas Emissions with 
California Climate Action Registry’s New Power/Utility Protocol 

 
LOS ANGELES, California – The Los Angeles Department of Water & Power (LADWP) has completed an 
important first step towards managing, and ultimately reducing, its greenhouse gas emissions. LADWP 
has successfully certified its greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions inventory with the California Climate 
Action Registry (Registry), thus earning the distinction of Climate Action Leader™.  
 
As part of this rigorous registry program, LADWP is now publicly and voluntarily reporting its company-
wide GHG emissions through the Registry’s website at www.climateregistry.org/CARROT/Public/.  
 
LADWP is the first of the program’s 14 participants from the electric power industry to report under the 
Registry’s new protocols requiring companies to also report GHG intensity per MWh of electric power 
delivered. Once all members begin reporting this data next year, it will allow for the public to make easy 
comparisons of the relative climate impact of California’s major electric power companies.  
 
The Los Angeles Department of Water & Power is the largest municipally owned utility in the nation. It 
provides water and electricity to 3.8 million residents and businesses in a 464-square mile area.  LADWP 
is committed to meeting California’s Renewable Portfolio Standard by generating 20% of its electric 
energy from renewable resources by the year 2017, which will lead to a significant reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions. LADWP’s greenhouse gas goal is to reduce emissions to 5% below 1990 
levels by 2012. 
 
 “Climate change is likely to be the number one environmental issue of this century and poses a range of 
threats to California and its economy. We are proud to be a member of the Registry.  Working 
constructively towards emission targets makes good environmental and business sense. The Registry’s 
program for monitoring and reporting emissions is so worthwhile because reducing emissions leads to 
increased efficiencies and helps to protect us from the potentially serious impacts of climate change” said 
Mary Nichols, LADWP Commissioner.  
 
The Registry’s voluntary program for calculating and reporting GHG emissions has over 50 members 
representing a wide range of California’s large and small businesses, government agencies, and national 
environmental organizations.  
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The reported emissions undergo third-party certification, which adds to the standardization and credibility 
of the reporting program. Maintaining an exceptional level of data integrity, the Registry’s guidelines are 
considered the gold standard for GHG accounting and are based on WRI/WBCSD’s The Greenhouse 
Gas Protocol. 
 
“We applaud LADWP for not only being a leader on this issue by reporting and certifying its emissions, 
but by being the first to fully utilize our new electric power protocol” said Diane Wittenberg, President of 
the California Climate Action Registry. “LADWP is paving the way for the rest of our power generator and 
utility members to report GHG emissions in a more comparable, consistent, and accurate manner.” 
 

### 
 

The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, the largest municipal utility in the nation, was 
established more than 100 years ago to provide reliable water and electricity to the city's residents and 
businesses. It serves more than 3.9 million people in Los Angeles. www.LADWP.com  
 
California Climate Action Registry is a non-profit public/private partnership that serves as a voluntary 
greenhouse gas (GHG) registry to protect, encourage, and promote early actions to reduce GHG 
emissions. Over 50 major companies, cities, government agencies and NGOs measure and publicly 
report their GHG emissions through the Registry. www.climateregistry.org 
 


